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STUDENT WELL-BEING

Catholic Values, Virtues and the Graduate Expectations
Living and modeling our faith all day, every day  

Environmental Stewardship  
Becoming environmentally responsible citizens and reducing  
the ecological footprint of our schools 

Healthy Schools  
Ensuring the physical, social, emotional and mental health of students  

Safe and Accepting Schools  
Engaging all students and parents in welcoming, respectful, safe and  
inclusive environments   

Student Voice 
Connecting the classroom to real-life experiences, supporting student 
democracy and empowerment  

ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Balanced Programming 
Creating lessons that focus on guided practice and the development of 
student independence 

Closing the Gap 
Meeting the needs of vulnerable students with proven best practices and 
student/parent involvement 

High Expectations & Academic Optimism for All 
Believing that all students can achieve high standards,  
given the right conditions 

Personalization 
Providing instruction and assessment tailored to students’ particular  
learning and motivational needs 

Relevant and Complex Learning 
Designing lessons that are based on real-world situations, to foster 
multiple problem-solving strategies and many possible solutions

The Feedback Cycle 
Providing multiple opportunities for students to improve their work 
through the use of learning goals, success criteria, descriptive feedback, 
self/peer-assessment and goal setting in academic programming
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Our Collective Commitments

Student Well-Being Academic Success

The Thunder Bay Catholic District 
School Board is committed to 
providing quality education which 
combines academic excellence with 
a concern for the spiritual, moral, 
social, emotional, cultural and physical 
growth of the student. Through the 
vocation of teaching, the Board fulfills 
its mandate to parents, from the 
Ministry of Education and Training and 
the Catholic Church.

 CATHOLICITY

Catholic education addresses the search for meaning and the desire  
of the person to understand human life as an integration of body, mind 
and spirit. Rooted in this vision, Catholic education fosters the search for 
meaning as a lifelong spiritual and academic quest. 

The expectations guiding the journey of learning for all students in Catholic 
schools are described not only in terms of knowledge and skills, but also in 
terms of values, attitudes and actions informed by reason and faith. 

THEORY OF ACTION
Our Catholic schools are places where students can hear God’s invitation, 
receive His command to love all people, and realize His presence and His 
promise to be with them always. Therefore, our students will: 

• Grow and mature as faith filled Catholics who radiate the  
 joy of believing  
• Model the Catholic Graduate Expectations in their contribution  
 to others, in their community and in the world

 BELONGING

We are committed to building equitable, inclusive and engaging 
environments in which all students have the opportunity to learn. In 
classrooms, this is expressed through the inclusion of every learner, using 
differentiated instruction and student voice as well as culturally sensitive 
models of pedagogy and assessment for learning. 

Our schools are committed to building safe and inclusive learning 
communities focused on collaborative models of inquiry in which transitions, 
orientations and student pathways are integrated and embedded into the 
design for learning.

THEORY OF ACTION 
Our students are provided a safe, welcoming and healthy environment 
where they experience respect, caring, stewardship and multiple 
opportunities for student voice. Therefore, our students will: 

• Feel connected, valued and empowered  
• See their culture and interests reflected in the learning environment  
• Assume ownership for their learning 
• Demonstrate resilience and perseverance 
• Develop self-belief, self-advocacy and self-regulation

 LITERACY

Literacy is defined as the ability to use language and images in rich  
and varied forms to read, write, listen, view, represent and think 
critically about ideas. It involves the capacity to access, manage and 
evaluate information, to think imaginatively and analytically, and to 
communicate thoughts and ideas effectively. 

Literacy includes critical thinking and reasoning to solve problems and 
make decisions related to issues of fairness and social justice. Literacy 
connects individuals and communities and is an essential tool for 
personal growth and participation in a cohesive, democratic society.  

THEORY OF ACTION 
Our educators provide students with the opportunities to engage in 
relevant, complex tasks and employ co-learning strategies during the 
feedback cycle. Therefore our students will be able to: 

• Articulate their learning  
• Recognize how to improve their work 
• Engage in inquiry-based learning 
• Think critically, make deep connections 
• Reason and communicate effectively

 NUMERACY

The study of mathematics equips students with knowledge, skills 
and habits of mind that are essential for successful and rewarding 
participation in society. Mathematic structures, operations, processes 
and language provide students with a framework and tools for 
reasoning, justifying conclusions and expressing quantitative and 
qualitative ideas clearly. Through mathematical activities that are 
practical and relevant to their lives, students develop mathematic 
understanding, problem-solving skills and related technological skills 
they can apply in their daily lives and their future workplace. 

THEORY OF ACTION
Our educators provide students with the opportunities to engage in 
relevant, complex tasks and employ co-learning strategies during the 
feedback cycle. Therefore, our students will be able to: 

• Articulate their learning  
• Recognize how to improve their work 
• Engage in accountable talk  
• Understand multiple solutions 
• Use mathematical language  
• Make links to their lived world 



ACCOUNTABLE TALK
When teachers and students engage in accountable talk, they:
• focus on the topic and purpose of the discussion 
• seriously respond to and build on what others have said  
• give evidence to support their points of view 
• help each other to reach a common understanding

ASSESSMENT CYCLE

BIG IDEAS
Broad, enduring understandings that focus on large concepts, principles or 
processes that can be expanded beyond a particular unit of study or curriculum 
expectation.

COLLABORATIVE INQUIRY
Through collaborative inquiry, educators study their teaching practice.  ‘Data’ is 
collected in the form of student work and next steps for students are developed 
to refine classroom practice and advance student learning.

CRITICAL THINKING
The process of judging, or assessing, in light of relevant criteria, the 
reasonableness or sensibility of a belief or action.

CULTURALLY RELEVANT AND RESPONSIVE PEDAGOGY
Differences in the ways students learn can be connected to students’ 
background, language, family structure and a host of social identities. 
Dimensions of diversity are seen as strengths and possibilities for enhancing 
learning. The cultural uniqueness of each student is acknowledged, celebrated 
and nurtured to create effective conditions for learning.

DIVERSITY
“The presence of a wide range of human qualities and attributes within a 
group, organization or society. The dimensions of diversity include, but are not 
limited to, ancestry, culture, ethnicity, gender, identity, language, physical and 
intellectual ability, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation and socioeconomic 
status.” (Ministry of Ontario Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy, 2009)

EARLY YEARS
Educators understand the importance of a child’s first experiences at school. 
They provide environments and experiences for children to explore ideas, 
investigate theories and interact with others through direct instruction, 
purposeful play and inquiry-based learning. Educators view children as 
competent, curious, capable of complex thinking and rich in potential.

ENGAGEMENT
Students are engaged in their learning when they personally commit to 
freely dedicating effort towards the pursuit of educational goals and the 
performance of ongoing tasks.

INQUIRY-BASED LEARNING
Students build knowledge through posing questions and solving problems 
during inquiry-based learning. The skills of inquiry-based learning ~ observe, 
locate, question, evaluate and draw conclusions ~ encourage students to 
become independent, lifelong learners.

METACOGNITION
Metacognition refers to the process of thinking about one’s thinking. 
Students reflect on how they learn, what they know and need to know, 
and what strategies they need to use to demonstrate their learning. 
Metacognitive skills help students become independent learners.

PRODUCTIVE STRUGGLE
The ability to persevere or continue forward irrespective of struggle or 
difficulty when solving problems in mathematics is called productive 
struggle. It is a metacognitive ability that enables students to continue to 
try to make sense of a problem and to abandon strategies that they find to 
be inappropriate. The kind of guidance teachers provide can facilitate the 
productive efforts of a student’s struggle.

RESILIENCE
The ability to cope and bounce back after encountering negative events, 
difficult situations, challenges or adversity and to return to almost the same 
level of emotional well-being. (Noble et al, 2008)

SKILLS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
In the spirit of “transforming the world through witness, faith,  
innovation and action”, the TBCDSB seeks to inform and transform learning, 
teaching and leading through the following:

Important Terms

Self/Peer AssessmentIndividual Goal Setting

Success CriteriaLearning Goals Descriptive Feedback
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A discerning believer Character Self-regulation
Responsibility

An effective communicator Communication Collaboration

A reflective, creative  
and holistic thinker

Critical thinking 
Creativity

Organization
Initiative

A self-directed, responsible, 
life-long learner

Character
Citizenship

Organization
Responsibility

A collaborative contributor Collaboration Collaboration

A caring family member and 
responsible citizen

Citizenship Responsibility

*  Adapted from New Pedagogies for Deep Learning. M. Fullan et al, 2015 

**  As described in Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting in Ontario Schools, 2010

Catholic Graduate 
Expectations

21st Century Skills* Acquired 
 Learning Skills**

Excerpts taken from School Effectiveness Framework K-12 (2010, 2013) 
A Guide to Effective Literacy Instruction Grades 4 to 6, Vol. 1 (2006) Ontario Ministry of Education, Toronto. Queen’s Printer for Ontario.
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