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Our Moral Imperative
Catholic Graduate
Expectations

Deep Learning
Skills*

Acquired
Learning Skills**

Anishinaabe
Grandfather Teachings

A discerning believer

Critical thinking

Self-regulation
Responsibility

Wisdom

An effective communicator

Communication

Collaboration

Honesty

A reflective, creative
and holistic thinker

Creativity

Organization
Initiative

Bravery

A self-directed,
responsible, life-long learner

Character

Humility

A collaborative contributor

Collaboration

Organization
Responsibility
Independent work
Collaboration

A caring family member
and responsible citizen

Citizenship

Responsibility

Love

A responsible citizen
who gives

Citizenship

Responsibility

Truth

Student Achi evement

K-12 Board Improvement Plan

Respect

Nous sommes
un peuple de

* Adapted from New Pedagogies for Deep Learning. M. Fullan et al, 2015
** As described in Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting in Ontario Schools, 2010

Inspiring
Achievement
Supporting
Collaboration
Growing in

Faith

Growing in

Ensuring

Faith

Sustainability
Connecting

Communities

For more information, visit the Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board online at tbcschools.ca
For more information, visit the Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board online at tbcschools.ca

foi

As Disciples
of Christ,

T o g e t h e r, w e a r e s t r o n g e r.

These are our values...

Well-Being

Academic Success

Our commitment to student well-being is the driving force behind
everything we do. Everyone who works in education shares the
same commitment in bringing out the very best in all of our students
- helping them reach their full potential.

We at Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board are committed to
high standards of achievement for all students. We are committed
to immersing our staff and students with a set of strategies and
processes that support the capacity in building Deep Learning. The
explicit aim of Deep Learning is to go beyond the mastery of existing
knowledge and understanding. Teaching shifts from focusing on
covering all required contents to focusing on the learning process,
developing students’ ability to lead their own learning and to apply
their learning in a variety of contexts.

Catholic Values, Virtues & the Graduate Expectations
Living and modeling our faith all day, every day.
Safe and Accepting Schools
Engaging all students, staff and parents in welcoming, respectful, safe
and inclusive environments, both physically and virtually.
Environmental Stewardship
Becoming environmentally responsible citizens and reducing the
ecological footprint of our schools.
Healthy Schools
Ensuring the physical, social, emotional and mental health of students
and staff.
Student Voice
Our students are empowered as co-constructors in education,
connecting classroom to real-life experiences.

Equity & Inclusivity
We are committed to building equitable, inclusive and engaging
environments in which everyone has the opportunity to learn. In our
classrooms, this is expressed through the inclusion of every learner,
the recognition of staff and student voice and the use of culturally
sensitive models of pedagogy and assessment.
If staff provide a safe, welcoming and healthy environment where
they experience respect, care, stewardship and multiple opportunities
for voice, then students will be able to:
• Feel connected, valued and empowered
• See their culture and interests reflected in the learning
environment
• Assume ownership for their learning
• Demonstrate resilience and perseverance
• Develop self-belief, self-advocacy and self-regulation
• Succeed personally and academically, and have every
opportunity to reach their full potential.

If Educators partner with students in deep learning designs
characterized by exploration, innovation, connectedness to real world
purposes then students will be able to:
• Build capacities around new knowledge and lead their own
learning effectively

Catholic Schools are places where all can hear God’s invitation, receive God’s command to love all
people, and realize God’s presence and promise to be with them always. As a Community of Faith,
we inspire students to connect their faith story to their own lives, create meaning for the present and
ignite hope for the future. If all our learners experience a Catholic learning environment that is rooted in
Gospel Values, and the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations, then we will see evidence where
Catholic Faith is celebrated and students are the models of Christ.

Deep Learning
Our purpose is to foster deep learning so that all learners contribute to the common
good, address global challenges and flourish in a complex world. We want our
students to be co-designers and co-learners with their learning.
Deep Learning is the process of acquiring the Six Global Competencies: Character,
Citizenship, Collaboration, Communication, Creativity, Critical Thinking. The 6Cs are
the learning skills and attributes required for students to be high functioning in a
complex universe.
Deep Learning encompasses the four developmental domains of well-being:
physical, cognitive, emotional and social.
The Four Elements: Pedagogical Practices, Learning Environments, Learning
Partnerships and Leveraging Digital are the second layer that supports the learning
design process, allow for precision and are integrated and reinforce the 6Cs.

• Develop the competencies and skills that will help them flourish
in the 21st century

Literacy

• Become responsible citizens who are life-long learners

If educators provide the opportunities to engage in relevant, complex tasks and
employ co-learning strategies, then our students will be able to:

Relevant and Complex Learning
Designing lessons that are based on real-world situations, to foster
multiple problem-solving strategies and many possible solutions.
Personalization
Providing instruction and assessment tailored to students’ particular
learning and motivational needs.
High Expectations & Academic Optimism for All
Believing that all students can achieve high standards, given the
right conditions.
Closing the Gap
Meeting the needs of all students with proven best practices and
student/parent involvement.
Balanced Programming
Literacy and Numeracy competencies are embedded in all
curriculum areas. Creating learning opportunities that focus on
modeling, moving to guided practice and the development of
student independence.

• Articulate their learning
• Recognize how to improve their work
• Engage in inquiry-based learning
• Think critically, make deep connections
• Reason and communicate effectively

Numeracy
If educators provide the opportunity to develop a deep understanding of fundamental
math skills, that incorporate the relationships between numbers, number properties
and how to work with numbers flexibly and efﬁciently, then students will be able to:
• See math connections in their daily lives, in between the math strands, other
disciplines, and the world
• Be empowered to persevere to work through a variety of solutions and show
and solve challenging problems
• Use Mental Mathematics to demonstrate flexibility in their math thinking

