Catholic Virtues into Action
October’s Virtue is RESPECT
“Love one another warmly as Christians,
and be eager to show respect for one
another.” Romans 12:10
This month the virtue of RESPECT will be
explored in our classrooms. We will also run
our Catholics Virtues Count Campaign where
all staff will be on the lookout for students
demonstrating our Catholic Virtues in Action!

Mission Statement
We are committed to the development
of the individual child and dedicated
to responding to the uniqueness of
each child with a program ensuring
academic excellence and spiritual,
social, emotional and physical
growth. To this end, the staff, in
partnership with parents and the
church, will strive to create a cheerful,
comfortable yet challenging Christian
environment in which all pupils can
grow to their full potential.

Access to our website is available here!

Access to our Facebook page is here!

Dear Parents and Friends of St. Francis School,
Let me begin by saying what a privilege it is to be returning for this year as Principal to
this amazing school! To begin this year filled with uncertainty, only to be met on our
first days of school with eager students and their smiling faces has been a personal
blessing! As you will see from the enclosed newsletter, our incredible staff are ecstatic to
see your children back at school as well! Together, we extend our collective welcome
back to our parents and the school community at large.
As September has ended, October brings with us some holidays - notably Thanksgiving
and Halloween! We hope that Thanksgiving affords you all the opportunity to rest and
relax with your family. We also know that Halloween is a hi-light for our students, and
our Halloween committee is finalizing the plans for this year's activities to ensure safety
protocols are followed and the students have an enjoyable time! We will be messaging
out our Halloween activities via our social media in the near future!
Lastly, I would like to acknowledge all the work our parental community has been doing
at home. I would also like to thank each of you personally for your patience during these
times, as I know that in the past month getting calls to pick up your child has not been
easy. We also know that receiving messages from the school via Synervoice, social media
or other online means has also been an adjustment. However, together in working under
the protocols outlined by our province and local health unit, I know we can work together
in doing what is best for your children and school community overall.
As always, please feel free to contact me at the school for any questions. I wish all of you
a peaceful and restful Thanksgiving!

Mr. Arnone
We are putting together a virtual service for Thanksgiving.
Bishop Colli will address students and staff via video message.

Mrs. Albert and Mrs. Melideo’s class is
adjusting well to being back at school. We
are making new friends and having fun!

Ms Janiec and Mrs Kuschak are so
happy to have their class back at
school!

Welcome to Grade 1!

The grade one students have
had a fantastic start to the
school year! They have been
working hard on their math
and literacy skills in our
classroom.

Welcome to Grade 2!
Our grade 2 class has been hard at work. Here are some student
self portraits and information about themselves. We have also
been busy learning about animals, practicing our sight words,
reading, writing and practicing new math strategies.

Welcome to Grade 3!
Grade 3
students
are
building
their
numeracy
skills
with
some
math
games.
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Welcome to Grade 4!

The grade 4’s created their first
bulletin board display by
highlighting our Catholic Virtue
of Inclusivity. Each student had
a role in the design and I’m so
proud of their efforts! They have
also been busy playing soccer
in phys-ed class and creating
mixed media fall art!

Welcome to Grade 5!

Beautifully painted fall leaves brighten up our
classroom. Students did an outstanding job of creating
unique autumn artwork.
Taking our math lessons outdoors! The girls found a
perfect spot to order their numbers from greatest to
least.
In Science, grade 5’s are learning about the many
systems in our human body. Layla is putting together
her model of the respiratory system.

Welcome to Grade 6!

The Grade 6 class was busy last month
creating “All About Me” mandalas and collages.
They wrote about what they were thankful for
and got a lot of fresh air during DPA playing
“Rock Paper Scissors War” and other games.
Keep up the amazing work Grade 6!

Our 2020-2021 Catholic School Council
Congratulations and Welcome to the
following members of our St. Francis
family will represent our school
community for the 2020-2021 school
year.
Ms. Ashley Fratpietro - Parent

2020 National School Bus Safety Week:
October 19-23, 2020

Ms. Rebecca Green- Parent
Ms. Barb Grosjean - Parent
Ms. Tammy Latta - Parent
Ms. Amy Vescio-Parent
Katie Lester - Teacher rep
Jacqui Workman - Teacher rep
Melissa Melideo - Staff rep
Mr. Les Arnone -Principal
Our first virtual meeting is tentatively set
for Tuesday, October 13th
At 6:30 PM
We look forward to our first virtual
gathering!

Access to our website is available here.
Coming Soon! Social Media

An IMPORTANT
message from our
City of Thunder Bay
Pick Up & Drop Off Crossing Guards

A reminder that the area
in front of the school on
BOTH sides of the road
are NO PARKING Zones!
For the safety of our
children, please abide
by the posted signs.

There are a lot of parked vehicles and
buses in the morning and again at the
end of the school day which makes it
very hard to for all drivers to see
people and children crossing the
street along the roadway. The
School Crossing Guards are
asking parents and children to use
the dedicated crosswalk and
Crossing Guard to cross the
street safely and to set a good
example of how to cross the street.

National School Bus Safety Week - October 19-23, 2020
SCHOOL BUS SAFETY - 10 SIMPLE RULES

1.

Be on time and wait wll back from the road.

2.

If you cross the road, wait until the driver directs you to cross. If you drop something LEAVE IT NEVER stop to pick it up.

3.

Hold the handrail when getting on or off the bus and board and disembark in single file.

4.

Take your seat right away and remain seated until the school bus is completely stopped.

5.

Keep the aisle clear of feet or bags and other obstacles.

6.

Do not put your head or arms out the window.

7.

Never throw objects outside or inside the school bus.

8.

Eating or drinking on the school bus in not permitted.

9.

Listen to the us driver for safety rules and directions and be sure to talk quietly.

10.

When you get off move well away from the bus. If you must cross the road, take ten steps along the
curb away from the bus and wait until the drivers signals you. If you drop something, LEAVE IT NEVER stop to pick it up.

White Milk DAILY in 2020

Sugary drinks are everywhere, but they don’t need to be. The sugar from chocolate milk, juice, pop and
other sugar-sweetened beverages adds up quickly and is not good for the health of your children. The Sip
Smart!TM Ontario program is being used in schools across Thunder Bay and the province to teach students
about sugary drinks and making healthy choices.
Along with ongoing education, children need to learn and play in environments that also make it easy to
choose healthy drinks. As a way of supporting our students to make healthy choices, we are making a shift in
our school milk program and are implementing “White Milk DAILY and Chocolate milk on Wednesday” this
year. This means that Chocolate milk will be available on Wednesday only.
Chocolate milk is categorized as a “choose sometimes” drink, which means that while it still has good overall
nutrition, its consumption should be limited to once or twice a week while also paying attention to serving
size.
For more information on chocolate milk and other drinks,
please visit www.brightbites.ca/badge/sipsmart. If you
have any questions or concerns about the school milk
program, please contact the school.
Milk cards are available to purchase
through Cash On-line and the office
will distribute the milk card.
Cards cost $20.00 for 20 cartons.

St. Francis Eco-School News

Although we do not have
any formal Green Team
initiatives up and running
just yet, our everyday
eco-efforts are still going
strong.
With the beautiful fall
weather, we encourage
you to walk to school
when possible.

Pack a litterless lunch

We challenge all of our
St. Francis families to
participate in Waste
Reduction Week at
home:
October 19-25, 2020

TERRY FOX WALK
SEPTEMBER 25, 2020

This year marks the 40th
anniversary of the Terry Fox
Marathon of HOPE. St. Francis
School continues to support
Terry’s dream to find a cure for
cancer.
Our entire school proudly walked
the track in his honour and
together with our School
Community we raised $500 to
donate to the Terry Fox
Foundation. Thanks for all your
support and to everyone who
came out to join us on our walk
“Dreams are made possible if you
try”. - Terry Fox

Pictures to be inserted

#everychild matters

#everychild matters

Upcoming Dates:
●

October 2

Healthy Lunch and Breakfast Club!

October 5

We are currently reviewing our lunch and
Breakfast club options in light of current
COVID protocols - we will be messaging
When the start date will be - soon!

Custodian Appreciation Day

●

World Teachers’ Day

●
●
●

October 7

LifeTouch Picture Day

●
●
●

October 10
World Mental Health Day
October 12

Thanksgiving Monday Holiday

●

October 13
Catholic School Council
Tentative virtual meeting
6:30 pm

●

October 13
Coats for Kids campaign

●

October 15

●

October 19-23

Thanksgiving Mass Virtual Mass

School Bus Safety Week
●

October 22
ECE Appreciation Day

●
●
●

We encourage all families to order using School Cash
Online at https://thunderbaycatholic.schoolcashonline.com
Please call the school with any questions.

********************************
Picture Day Retakes
If your child missed picture
day, or you would like to have
retakes done, Lifetouch will be
at our school for retakes - please check
Our Social Media sites for the exact date!

Don’t forget to Smile

October 23

**************************************

PA Day - no school
October 28th
Lions Wear Day
October 31

Looking Ahead to
●
●
●
●
●

November 1-7 Treaty Recognition Week
November 1 - Daylight Savings time ends - Fall Back
November 6 - Progress Reports go home
November 9-13 - Parent-Teacher Phone Interviews
November 16-20 Bullying Awareness and
Prevention Week

COATS FOR KIDS CAMPAIGN
Dear parents, we are excited to run our Coats for Kids
Campaign for its 15th season. The success of this
campaign relies on the donations from our school
community. We encourage our families to go through
their closets and donate any gently used coats, mitts,
hats, and boots to this campaign. All items can be sent
with a student and dropped off in the box located in
the school entrance.
Collection of coats: Tuesday, October 13 to Friday,
November 6. (4 weeks)
Distribution Week; Monday, November 16 to
Saturday, November 21. 10:00 am-12:00 pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1st, 2020

