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EQAO Results
Allison Sargent and Omer
Belisle, Superintendents
of Education presented
the trustees with the
results from the EQAO
assessment. Strengths
in our Board indicated
above average results in
Grade 3 Reading, Writing
and Mathematics, and Grade 6
Reading.
Notable schools include St. Ann and Holy Cross who
were above the provincial average in grades three and six.
St. Jude and St. Paul also excelled above average for grade
three and St. Pius X in sixth grade scores.
With the assistance of our Resource Teachers and Dr.
Alexandra Lawson, (Associate Professor of Mathematical
Education at Lakehead University), we strive to make
improvements in mathematics. The Three Year Math
Plan will incorporate the support of Alex and her
recommendations towards building and teaching
foundational mathematical skills to our students.
TBCDSB is proud to be best in the region and best in the
city in the recent EQAO results.
JP Tennier, Superintendent of Education also presented
results from the Grade Nine Assessment. The Board
continues solid performance in mathematics, scoring
above the provincial average in both Academic and
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Applied levels. Congratulations to each Math Department
for their hard work!

Summer Classes
With an introduction by JP Tennier, Summer School
Principal Ryan McWhirter along with Secondary
Coordinator Rob Murphy presented their Summer
School report to the trustees.
Classes were held at Confederation College from July
4-28, grades 9-12 with 77 students enrolled. Summer
School was in partnership
with Confederation College
and funding was enhanced
through the School College
Work Initiative program.
A “Dual Credits” option,
provided students with the
choice of taking college
courses; earning both a high
school and a college credit
simultaneously. Credit Recovery, and Specialized Summer
Co-op credits were also offered to students who may have
been at risk of not graduating.
This program has become a huge triumph, with an 80%
success rate in credit recovery, and overall achievement
in graduation rates and introduction to post secondary
education.
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Student Mental Health
The 2017-2020 strategic plan for student mental health
and well-being, “Aligned & Integrated”, was approved by
the board this past May.

Trustee Rob DeGagne donated sixteen turkeys to Our
Lady of Charity School for a school feast. This generous
act ensured many children had a hearty Thanksgiving
meal. Thank you Rob, for your kindness and generosity.

Renewing the Promise
Tony Colistro, Secondary School Consultant, updated the
trustees on “Renewing the Promise: Exploring the Critical
Role of Catholic Education in Contemporary Society”
a Catholic Symposium taking place November 14-15 in
Toronto.

For the benefit of Trustees, Mirella Fata, Mental Health
Leader, highlighted some of the key Aligned & Integrated
strategic action areas for this school year. Initiatives
addressing the social determinants of child and youth
mental health problems through enhanced equity
and inclusion efforts will be prioritized. This includes
collaborations within the board and with community
partners to better support children and youth in care,
students who identify as LGBTQ++ and Indigenous
students. A poignant video entitled: “A Plea from our
Sons and Daughters” was presented, illustrating the
many challenges and difficulties many of our students
in care face daily. Catholic education has a key role to
play in promoting positive mental health and improving
education outcomes by championing equity, social justice
and human dignity for all.

Earlier this year, members of the Catholic community
were invited to join a consultation process through a
program called “Thoughtexchange”. This provided a
method to share thoughts about contemporary topics in
Catholic education. Tony presented the strategy embraced
by the TBCDSB who participated in this important
dialogue and honest conversation. These outcomes will be
discussed further at the Symposium next month.
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