Christmas Contest Winners

December 2017

Our beloved Board tradition of an annual Christmas Card
Contest was a huge success this year, with 345 entries
received. In past years, grades 1-12 were invited to submit
work, with this year being the first to invite Kindergarten
students to participate.
Director of Education, Pino Tassone welcomed the
students and their families, congratulating them on their
excellent work and artistic talents. Board Chairperson,
Bob Hupka presented the winners with their prizes.

Elise Silva
St. Thomas
Aquinas - SK

Sophie Bergamo
St. Bernard
Grade 2

Raili Tyrvainen
Holy Family
Grade 6

Our Winners!

Andie Ktytor
Bishop Gallagher
Grade 7

Olivia Boake
St. Patrick High
Grade 11

To see more,click here to watch the 2017 compilation video.
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Director’s Report

The Education Act requires the Director of Education, to
submit to the board a report on the actions that have been
taken during the preceding twelve months. On Monday,
Director of Education, Pino Tassone presented the
Trustees with the latest report, which was commended. The
Report will be made available online in the new year.

Faith Ambassador Workshop

Several of our teachers and administrators participated
in a Faith Ambassador Workshop, put on by our Board
Secondary Consultant, Mr. Tony Colistro.

Trustees and Student Trustees with our new International Students

The International Student Program

Superintendent J.P. Tennier introduced our first
international students enrolled at our two high schools.
The Board welcomed 4 students from Australia: Brodie
Holt from Adelaide, Luisa Dewar from Bunbury, Bronte
Neal from Brisbane and Maddilyn Ireland from Mount
Gambier. They also welcomed Italian international student,
Chiara Iazzolino from Rome.

The Workshop began with morning mass at St. Margaret
Church with Father Donnelly. St. Margaret School Choir
brought everyone into into the spirit of Christmas, and
sung beautifully throughout, thank you!.
This workshop brought all schools together, opening up
discussion and collaboration on faith within our schools
and our Catholic values.

The students gave detailed descriptions of their time at our
schools and Thunder Bay in general. Notable comments
were made about the weather – and purchasing an entire
new wardrobe for the climate. Hilarious mention of the
language barrier was made by Chiara, and her interaction
with a local Italian speaker – whom accidentally confused
the word “school” with “church”, resulting in a cute: “see
you tomorrow at church” comment, midweek. The students
are really enjoying their schools, their host families and their
time in Canada and we’re so happy to have them with us.

Renewing the Promise

The Catholic education community gathered for a twoday symposium in November, surrounding the theme
“Renewing the Promise: Exploring the Critical Role of
Catholic Education in Contemporary Society”. Secondary
Consultant Tony Colistro gave a detailed account of the
conference and his team who participated. Honest and
open conversations were had with positive and inspirational
dialogue taking place.
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