HAPPY NEW YEAR 2020!
Welcome to the New Year! It is hard to
believe we are “ringing in” a new year!
On behalf of the staff at St. Francis
School, I would like to extend best
wishes to each of you for a healthy,
joyful and successful 2020!
Throughout the month of January, the
Catholic Virtue of Courage will be
explored in each of our classrooms
and promoted by all staff.
“Be strong and of good courage, do
not fear nor be afraid of them; for the
LORD your God, He is the One who
goes with you. He will not leave you
nor forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6

Catholic Virtues into Action
This month we celebrate the Virtue of
Courage.

Mission Statement
We are committed to the
development of the individual
child and dedicated to
responding to the uniqueness of
each child with a program
ensuring academic excellence
and spiritual, social, emotional
and physical growth. To this end,
the staff, in partnership with
parents and the church, will
strive to create a cheerful,
comfortable yet challenging
Christian environment in which
all pupils can grow to their full
potential.

Access to our website is available here.
Coming Soon! Social Media

Christmas Cheer Food Drive
2019
As we have done in previous years, our community participated in the annual
Christmas Cheer Food Drive campaign. We would like to express our sincere
thanks to all those in our community for helping us be share with many families
in our community. With your generous donations we were able to collect over
1300 food items! Many thanks to our Faith With Friends group for collecting and
counting our food items every Friday. The Christmas Cheer Drive team arrived on
the morning of December 16th and were assisted by some wonderful Grade 4
students and Alex! FANTASTIC JOB LIONS! This is an important social justice
initiative for our school and we thank you for your contributions. Mrs. Capasso’s
class came out on top after collecting 542 items.
The grade 4 class wins a Pizza party in the New Year. Congratulations!
What an amazing whole school effort!

🎶 S W E E T 🎄 H A R M O N Y 🎶 We spent an enjoyable afternoon at St. Francis School
listening to the amazing Interlink choir perform our favourite Christmas classics. Mrs.
Lester’s Grade 3 class, you were wonderful!

Christmas Card Contest WINNER!
2019
Congratulations to Alyx Clifford of Grade 3, who
was a winner in the Thunder Bay Catholic
District School Board’s 2019 Christmas Card
Contest. She was surprised with a presentation
by the Chair of the Board, Mr. Francis Veneruz!
Great job Alyx! We are so proud of you!
Thanks for delivering the surprise Mr. Veneruz.

Advent is a time to reﬂect and a time of
anticipation. Here are a few pictures of our
weekly advent prayer services.
Hope, Love, Peace & Joy!

We are pleased to announce that our Grade 4, 5 & 6 students will
be participating in Winter Activities as part of our Physical
Education Program on the afternoons of Wednesday January 29,
February 5, 12 and 19, 2020. Students have already chosen their
preferred activity!
Forms will be sent home early in January with further
information, including waiver forms and collection of fees.

HOMEWORK CLUB BREAK
JANUARY 7 - MARCH 5 2020
WHEN: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
after school at 3:20 p.m. to 4:20 p.m.
New Year Start up:
January 7 – March 5
March 25– May 7
Students are welcome to attend :
– providing they have homework and
Registrtation forms have been submitted.

St. Francis Eco-School News

Congratulations to Brody Woodbeck in Grade 1
for being our December winner of some eco
swag for participating in Wasteless
Wednesdays. We will continue to be looking for
litterless lunches throughout the year!!! Do
your part to help reduce our eco footprint here
at St. Francis

We are committed to being

Students in
grade 4 were
busy making
ornaments
for their loved
ones! It was
a creative
fun-ﬁlled
afternoon!

Thanks to everyone
who joined us for our
Christmas Craft day!
We had a great time
creating ornaments
and instruments!

Our kindergarten
classes visited
Chartwell Glacier
Ridge to spread
some holiday
cheer. They sang
Christmas songs
and distributed
Christmas cards
that they had
made for the
seniors. The
experience was
enjoyed by all!

Singing with Tbaytel
12 Day of Christmas

Singing with the Thunder Bay Symphony Orchestra
Grade Three students spent a morning singing with the Thunder Bay Symphony
Orchestra. Some of them also performed a concert with the TBSO, along with students
from two other schools. Thank you to the conductor, Maria Fuller, and all of the talented
musicians for a beautiful musical evening!

Musical adventure!

Kindergarten Information Night
Our annual Kindergarten Information night has been scheduled on
Wednesday, January 29th at 6 PM at the Victoria Inn Ballroom. The
program for the evening will include remarks from our Director of
Education, and the introduction of elementary school principals and
kindergarten educator teams. Program information will also be
provided and representatives from a number of Board departments
and community agencies will be available to answer questions. All are
welcome. Register online today!
Information nights for our Southward Senior Elementary School and
High School are as follows:
PJPII - February 25 @ 7:00pm

ST PATRICK - February 12 @ 7:00pm

ST. Francis School will hold a Kindergarten Open House on Tuesday,
February 11th, from 4 PM to 7 PM. We look forward to meeting some new
little lions! If you have a child who is ready to attend JK in the Fall of 2020, stop
in to our Open House on February 11th, 2020.

Upcoming Dates:
●

January 6
First day back to school

●

January 7
Upward Bound restarts

●

January 24 - PA Day

●

January 27
Family Literacy Day
Literacy Lunch Hour 12:20-12:50
PM

●

January 29 Welcome To
Kindergarten @ Victoria Inn

●

January 29 - Winter Activities
start Grades 4-6

●

January 29 - ELKP Winter
Activity to Giant Gymnastics

Welcome!
Please join us in welcoming Mr. Wehrstedt as the
new Grade 5 teacher.

Looking Ahead to

St. Francis Catholic

Our next CSC meeting is scheduled
for
Tuesday February 18, 2020
6:30 PM in the Learning Commons

All parents are welcomed to attend!

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

February 5 - Winter Activity Day
February 7 - Report Card sent home
February 11 - Kindergarten Open House evening @ school
February 12 - Winter Activity Day
February 17 - Family Day
February 19 - Winter Activity Day
February 20 - Parent Teacher Conferences
February 25 - Shrove Tuesday
February 26 - Ash Wednesday & PINK SHIRT DAY
February 28 - PA Day

Schools
You cannot smoke or vape in any public or private school's:
●

indoor space

●

outdoor grounds, including playgrounds and sports ﬁelds

●

public areas within 20 metres of the school’s grounds

Playgrounds and publicly owned sports areas
You cannot smoke or vape on children’s playgrounds or public
areas within 20 metres of children’s playgrounds.
You also cannot smoke or vape on publicly owned sporting areas,
their fan/viewing areas, and public areas within 20 metres of these
places.
“Publicly owned” means that the sporting area is owned by a
municipality, the province or a post-secondary education
institution. Golf courses are excluded from this restriction.

Family Literacy Day - You are invited!
Family Literacy Day® is a national awareness initiative created by ABC Life Literacy Canada in 1999 and
held annually on January 27 to raise awareness of the importance of reading and engaging in other
literacy-related activities as a family. There are many literacy activities that you can do as a family:
The New Year is a perfect time to review your child’s school routines and work habits. You can start by
checking their agenda together on a daily basis. Ask if they have any homework or if they have any
upcoming tests to study for. How about having a time set aside every night for family reading? You can
read a book together or each family member can read their own book. Either way, everyone is reading!

Family Literacy Day - Literacy Lunch Hour Event
Come join us on January 27th, 2020. 12:20 -12:50 PM
Parents are invited to come and read with your child in their classroom!
We hope you will have a chance to read with your child! One of our focusses at St. Francis
School is to have a sustained Literacy Block in the morning. It is a great way to start the
day. We encourage you to keep reading with your children on a regular basis. Reading
magazines, playing board games, card games and menus are all great too.

Winter 2020 Parent Education Sessions
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Location: Children’s Centre Thunder Bay
283 Lisgar St.
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❖
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JANUARY 23 *Growing Up Digital
FEBRUARY 13 *Raising Emotionally Intelligent Children
FEBRUARY 27 *Building Self Esteem in Children
MARCH 27 *Parenting Through High Conﬂict and
Separation/Divorce
APRIL 10 *Parenting Your Child with ADHD: Think Positively!
APRIL 24 *Children & Anxiety
MAY 8 *Navigating the Teenage Years
MAY 22 *Teens & Depression: What’s Typical & What’s Not
JUNE 12 *Gender & Sexuality: What Every Parent Needs to
Know
To register, please call 807-343-5000
Registration is FREE

CLICK ON
IMAGE TO
OPEN LINK

