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Board Breaks 10-year Declining Enrolment Record

Sheila Chiodo

Sheila Chiodo, Superintendent of Business and Corporate Services, had lots to
smile about as she presented Trustees with the Board’s enrolment numbers
Monday night.
“After 10 years of declining enrolment, this year we have more students than the
year before,” she said. “Last year, on October 31, we had 7,845 students and this
year, we have 7,851, an additional 6 students.”
“This represents a stabilization of enrolment which means the graduating cohort
is approximately the same number of new students,” she said.
This year there are 527 new JK students entering the system. Actual enrolment is
74 more than expected as
results at both the
elementary and secondary
panels were higher than
our projections.
“A detailed analysis of the
October 31st enrolment
statistics will be forwarded
to the Board later in the
school year along with a
report regarding
enrolment trends,” she
added.

Schools Flourishing as much Spiritually as Academically

Last month, Senior Administration, once again, eagerly shared its strong Education Quality and
Accountability Office (EQAO) results from across both the elementary and secondary panels.
At Monday night’s Board meeting, System Faith Leader, Fr. Ciarán Donnelly, informed Trustees that the
schools were also flourishing spiritually. “We’re well on our way this year, packages were sent to all the
schools and Principals who started the school year by holding their Commissioning Services for all staff.
“In addition, an N.T.I.P. session/workshop is set for Wednesday Nov. 30th at St. Margaret’s Church
and our Faith Day materials have been sent to all schools. This will take place on Friday, April 28th
at the Cathedral.”
The Board also sent three delegates to one of Ontario’s largest annual Catholic conferences “Faith
Meets Pedagogy”: Secondary Consultant Tony Colistro, Chaplain Joanna Lacaria and teacher Rose
Migliazza.
“It’s truly a great conference. To see 1,500 people there getting
inspired and sharing a similar mindset. This experience helps our
Catholic growth, spiritual well-being and enhances Catholic
Education,” said Fr. Donnelly. “This is a journey that will always be
part of who we are.”
Joanna Lacaria shared Fr. Donnelly’s enthusiasm. “I want to thank
Senior Administration and you, the Trustees, for allowing us to attend
such a wonderful event. It has inspired us and provided us with
renewed energy and some great ideas to roll out in our schools,” she
Father Ciarán
said.

