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Professional Development with a Purpose

Teachers at Thunder Bay Catholic have been
“Teaching is the highest form of understanding.”
extremely busy with an extensive list of
- Aristotle
professional learning sessions.
“This year, we really focussed on maximizing
these sessions so that teachers can return to their classrooms energized and with more tools in their
instructional approach,” said Rob Murphy, Coordinator of Secondary Programs.
Charlene Cavanagh, Coordinator of Elementary Programs explained to Trustees that the
professional learning sessions take a number of factors into consideration. “Student need indicates
teacher need so we are constantly looking at the data and try to incorporate the new opportunities
of 21st Century teaching,” she said.
Mr. Murphy explained to Trustees the logistics of these sessions. “All full-time teachers receive 4
half days and these sessions are typically school-based and led by the Principal. We look at best
practices and what the latest research is telling us.”
Ms. Cavanagh said the Board has organized various targeted sessions this year focussing on
numeracy and literacy. “We’ve held sessions on school-based math, language, FSL, Primary math,
and cross panel math to name a few,” she said.
She added that the Board also takes the opportunity to capitalize on our existing partnerships with
the province’s Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat, the Council of Ontario Directors of Education,
the Ministry of Education and Lakehead University.
Creating More Child Care Spaces

In July 2012, The Ministry of Education - Early Years Division introduced the Schools-First Child
Care Capital Retrofit Policy as a three-year implementation period from 2012-13 to 2014-15. The
policy provides direction to school boards and social service agencies on planning and managing
capital investments to re-purpose existing child care spaces.
“The policy also creates opportunities for child care operators in community-based locations to
relocate to schools. Within our Board, a classroom at St. Ann School was converted for a toddler
program for 15 children for Mahmowenchike Family Development Centre in 2012-13,” explained
Nadia Marson, Education Officer.
She added that the addition complemented the existing pre-school program of 24 students and a
before-and-after-school program at
that school.
Plans are already underway for
Mahmowenchike to relocate from
their Pacific Avenue site into two
classrooms at St. Vincent School for
this September. One classroom will
be converted for an infant/toddler
program. The second classroom will
be converted for a pre-school program. There will also be a before-and-after school program at St.
Vincent School.

